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RISK ASSESSMENT:

Whitworth Tree Planting
DATE: Sunday 13th December 2020

VENUE: Waingap Wood, Whitworth 10am
Healey Corner 2pm
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Rate the Hazard/Severity & Consequence

A =
Death


Major injury


Major damage / loss of property / 


Equipment

B =
Injury lasting over 3 days


Damage to property / equipment

C =
Minor Injury


Minor damage to property / 
equipment
	Rate the Risk Likelihood

1 = Extremely likely to occur

2 = Frequent / often / likely to occur

3 = Slight chance of occurring
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	Hazard
	Risk
	Risk

Rating 


	Who is at risk
	Preventative

Measures / action required

	Virus spread prevention
	If a volunteer contracts coronavirus this puts other volunteers at risk
	B2
	Volunteers
	Volunteers register in advance so that details are retained for track and trace if required

All volunteers must wear a mask unless exempt

Alcohol hand gel and wipes provided at entry, exit and during activities, volunteers work side-by-side rather than face-to-face 

Portion out tools and resources, e.g. trees, spades, tree ties, before volunteers arrive to minimise queues and passing of items hand-to-hand

Encourage volunteers to bring their own tools where possible

Observe maximum group size as advised by government – currently, gathering must be a maximum of 6 persons – five volunteers and one coordinator 

Have staggered volunteering times where volunteers can attend in shorter shifts. This will make it possible to have a higher number of participants, but with a lower infection risk than with one large group

Have contingency preparations to cancel events at very short notice if things change. 

Events should only take place outside. No indoors events should be held until further government guidance permits

No one should attend if unwell, especially if experiencing even mild COVID symptoms (temperature, persistent dry cough, loss of or change in taste or smell)

	Virus control – attendance of children and pets
	If a volunteer contracts coronavirus this puts other volunteers at risk
	B2
	Volunteers
	Parents bring children at their own risk, as they will be responsible for ensuring that they socially distance and use hand gel and wipes regularly. If children do attend, circles/safe 5 work areas can be created on the ground using tape/rope etc to encourage social distancing and make it easier for young people to understand. Since the role of pets in transmitting coronavirus is not yet understood (a house cat has recently been confirmed as having COVID-19), family pets should not be brought to events at this time. Assistance dogs are welcome, but other volunteers should not distract or engage with assistance dogs as is the usual courtesy.

	Delivery of trees from nursery
	Contraction of coronavirus through contaminated packaging or surfaces
	B2
	Volunteers, event organisers and delivery staff
	Event organisers should discuss the safe working practice guidelines the nurseries have in place for the delivery of items from the nursery ahead of the day, ensuring that they are adequate. Ahead of the event, organisers should request an up-to-the-day risk assessment from the nursery, signed on the day by the nursery staff undertaking the delivery. Items should be removed from packaging ahead of volunteers’ arrival.

	Tools
	Injury, trips and falls, minor cuts and bruises
	B2 
	Adult and child volunteers
Councillors

officers
	Tools correctly maintained and safe to use, children always supervised by their parent or carer 
Use the right tool for the job 

Clearly identified tool stop for tools to be returned to when not in use

Ensure adequate working space for volunteers

Volunteers advised to wear suitable sturdy footwear

First aid kit available on site

	Uneven and wet ground and fallen leaves
	Slips and trips

	B2
	Adult and child volunteers
Councillors

officers
	Volunteers advised to wear suitable sturdy footwear and to take care on uneven ground
Ground prepared by strimming



	Soil and unintended animal manures from cats, dogs, foxes, sheep and horses
	Tetanus
E-Coli

Weils Disease

Toxoplasmosis

Toxocariasis

Bioaerosols

Skin irritation

Soil blowing into eyes
	B3
	Adult and child volunteers
Councillors

officers
	Adult helpers check area before volunteers start and remove animal mess wearing gloves
Instruct volunteers to use trowels correctly to avoid soil being flicked into eyes

Volunteers advised not to touch face or put hands in mouth until they have washed their hands

Avoid eating and drinking until hands have been washed, antiseptic gel can be used as running water is not available

Ground prepared by strimming



	Plants and trees
	Ingestion
Allergic reactions
	B3
	Adult and child volunteers
Councillors

officers
	Councillors and officers to be made aware of any children / volunteers and staff with allergies (we are planting some nut trees so those are best avoided by those with a nut allergy) 
Wear gloves if trees are an irritant

Advise volunteers not to eat the plants and trees

	Plant supports
	Damage to the eye
	B3
	Adult and child volunteers
Councillors

officers
	At least one councillor or officer to carry a mobile phone for emergencies
Advise volunteers to put stakes so they are above or below eye height

Point out potential risks when leaning over planting



Equipment Required:
Trees, spades, first aid kit, tree supports, emergency contact and sign in and out sheet, antibacterial gel and wipes, tool stop sign and animal guards
Contact Numbers:

	Melanie Hearn
	Town Clerk
	07376236760

	Rachael Barker
	Councillor and organiser
	07821 248511

	Dayne Powell
	
	07795 022564

	William Calderbank
	
	07508 402278

	Janet Whitehead
	
	07795577647


Nearest hospital and phone number:

The Rochdale Urgent Care Centre is located at the Rochdale Infirmary Site, Whitehall Street, Rochdale, OL12 0NB. 01706 517007 Urgent Care Centre Reception Desk
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Date of assessment: 9th December 2020





 Signed;
Assessment made by: Melanie Hearn, Town Clerk 
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