
Minutes of the meeting of the Tourism & Leisure Committee:  
At 7pm on Tuesday 13th January 2026 at The Ashcroft, Market Street, Whitworth 
Attendees: 
Cllr Mackenzie Ritson (MR), Acting Chair 
Michelle Butterworth (MB) 

Gill Chorlton (GC) 

Angela Forster (AF) 

Stefan Kowal (SK) 

Linda Parker (LP) 

Steve Parker (SP) 

Kath Proctor (KP) 

Aimee Louise Walker (AW) 

Minutes taken by Rachel Hodson (RH)  

AGENDA: 

1. To receive apologies. 

 Apologies were received before the meeting from Clint Davies, Les Hirst (LH), Cllr David Chorlton 

(DC), Jenni Hatherley, Marilyn Jones, Kirstie Healey, Glen Royds and Carol Thomson. 

2. To receive declarations of interest. 

None. 

3. To consider the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 12th November 2025, and 

to approve the minutes by the signature of the Chairman as a correct record. 

Done. 

4. To debrief on the Christmas Light Switch On/Santas Grotto event. 
Committee members discussed the event.  Suggestions for the 2026 event included: 

- Relocating the kids’ crafts to the reception alcove and the face painter to the office reception area. 

- Having a pram “trolley bay” covered by a marquee outside the main doors 

- Covering the windows on both sets of doors to the council chamber 

- Starting the grotto earlier and allocating Santa a break 

- Giving books as gifts, instead of chocolate 

- Purchasing USBs for background Xmas music 

RH to contact the website provider to see if it is possible for the bookings system to accommodate 

children’s ages.   

5. To debrief on the Christmas Craft event. 
Members reported the day working better than previous years.  The instructor was pleased with 

how the wreath making went.  To liaise with the instructor regarding room setup and possibility of 

having two wreath making sessions (morning and afternoon).  The committee agreed to hold it on 

the first Saturday in December for 2026. 

6. To debrief on Santa Express 
SP reported that the two nights went well and that he is able to assist with Santa Express again in 

2026.  SP reported that one set of lights are no longer flashing, GC has an identical working set 

which she can supply instead.  SP considered that the timings went well and Cllr Kim Blezard was 

a great addition to the team, interacting well with the public. 

There had been a request to start the event 30 minutes earlier, which the committee were 

agreeable with.  There was a discussion regarding whether the drivers of the support cars need to 

leave the vehicles, whilst the event is in progress, and Kirstie Healey was thanked in her absence 

for taking on the lead car role perfectly. Members reported that the walkie talkies worked well, 

allowing for communication between all vehicles. 

AW and RH reported that there had been a complaint from the company that booked the Ashcroft 

about a request from a children’s chaperone regarding a volunteer not complying with being asked 

not to enter the chamber on the Sunday night. 

7. To debrief on the Duck Race. 
AW suggested increasing the number of ducks by another 500, which the committee was in 

agreement with.  RH will contact the website provider to see if the TLC bookings can be emailed to 

the TLC email address.  There was a discussion regarding prize money, but the committee agreed 

to keep the winnings the same for the 2027 race.  Members discussed the need for more 



volunteers on the day.  There was a discussion about members of the public standing near 

memorial trees and the committee agreed to provide signage and barrier tape for future years. 

RH has contacted RBC regarding a street trading licence for the provision of refreshments and will 

update the committee on any progress with this.  The committee agreed to book First Aid cover for 

next year’s event, RH will obtain quotes. 

8. To debrief on the Christmas Trees on Brackets project. 
RH provided LH’s update in his absence.  GC reported that there had been some delays in 

removing trees but that all trees have now been taken down.  GC reported a few issues with 

brackets which will be discussed with LH.  SP reported that the milling machine has now been 

tested and it is now working now, it will be stored at Whitworth Cemetery until needed again in 

November.  SP also reported that any houses with 40mm brackets will be changed to 50mm 

brackets, to assist with the ease of preparation of the trees. 

9. To confirm the TLC’s planned events for 2026.  
The committee agreed to the following events/dates 

- Rushcart (50 years since the event was brought back) – Sunday 6th September 

- Christmas Trees on Brackets (mid-November) 

- Christmas Light Switch On - Sunday 22nd November 

- Christmas Crafts – Saturday 5th December 

- Santa Express - w/e 12th/13th December 

- Duck Race – Friday 1st January 2027 

The committee discussed other events and will discuss at a future meeting hosting a Family Fun 

Day and Easter event.  MR requested that members consider ideas for future events and bring 

them back to the next meeting. 

10. To receive and note the TLC’s 9-month outturn. 
The Committee were happy to receive the 9-month outturn and no issues were raised. 

11. To discuss first aid training for TLC volunteers. 
SK, KP, AF were keen to undertake certificated First Aid training. AW will ask members not in 

attendance on the WhatsApp group. RH will investigate booking this, once numbers have been 

finalised. 

12. To discuss the Poppy and Me Project. 
RH updated members on the project. 

13. To discuss future TLC purchases.  
The committee discussed purchasing insulated, lidded cups for volunteer marshals and RH will 

apply to Whitworth Community Partnership for 12 of these.  RH will investigate costs of purchasing 

additional marquees and weights for events and bring the quotes back to the committee. 

14. To discuss the recruitment of additional TLC volunteers. 
LP provided members with a recruitment poster, RH will add the TLC logo and send it out via email 

to members with the meeting minutes. The committee agreed to the distribution of this around the 

town.  MR suggested liaising with Rossendale Works for additional volunteers. 

15. Any other business. 
AW requested that meetings start earlier, and the committee agreed to a new time of 6.30pm for 

the next meeting. 

GC asked if TLC members can be made full admins on the TLC Facebook page, she will contact 

DC regarding this.   

16.  To set a date for the next TLC Meeting  
The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday 10th February at 6.30pm. 

 

There being no further business the meeting finished at 9:05pm. 


